The Freedom to Protect What You Believe

When the Constitution was being created, the Founding Fathers wrote safeguards
into it in order to protect the rights and freedoms of American citizens. Even then,
the Constitution was met with mixed reactions, with some states, like Virginia,

protesting the lack of specific right statements.

The Bill of Rights, added two years after, presented the first ten amendments to the
Constitution. In this document, fundamental freedoms and rights of Americans are

listed, making it harder for them to be disproved.

The second Amendment in particular is still a cause of controversy, even though it
is pretty straight-forward. It guarantees the right of any American citizen to bear

arms. Originally, the reason for the amendment was necessity, as citizens needed to

L

be armed in order to serve in the volunteer armies and militias established to
defend the states and to defend the Citizens against tyrannical governments like the

English monarchy of King George II1.



Today, the reasoning behind the second Amendment is slightly altered, but the
fundamental truth that it exists for protection is self-evident except for anti-gun

groups who mistakenly feel safer with increasing government control. What else

can explain the 12% drop in crimes, as 70 million more guns were being

purchased?

We can look to countries like the UK or Canada, which have stricter laws than the
norm in the US and compare them to Vermont and Alaska, and their libertarian

approach to guns.

In the year after laws were passed to allow competent and law-abiding adults to

carry concealed guns, the crime rate has dropped by 10% in the aforementioned

states. In fact, having a small handgun in a secured safe, perfect for your room can
solve the issue of B&E and robberies. This has to do with the fact that criminals

are wary of coming across armed victims, so they are discouraged from attacking.

If these facts seem like a pure coincidence to you, I suggest taking a look at the
study titled “Would banning firearms reduce murder and suicide? A Review of

International and Some Domestic Evidence”, done at Harvard University.

The main take-away is that nations with more guns are likely to have less crime.
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Now, let’s look at the rest of the freedoms guaranteed to us.

—Bill of Rights—

Amendment 1: "The Froe Freedoms

Longress shal make no law respecting an estabishment of refigon, or prohibing the free exercise thersof; or abridging the frecdom of
speech, gr of the press; or the nght of the people peaceably o assembde, and to petition the government for 3 redness of grievances.

Amendment 2: [Right to 'Bear Arms

A well regulsted miltia being necessary bo the securily of a free state, the dght of the peapls 1o kaep and bear arms. shal not be irfringed

Amendment 3: No Ouartering of Soldiers
Hao soldier shal, in time of peace be quartered in amy house, without te consent of the cames, nor in tme of e, i in & manner to be
prescribed by .

CAmendment 4: No “Unreasonable Search and Seizure

The r-ljﬂ of the pruplr 10 be sequne in ther persons, houses, papers, and effects, against ynreasonable searches and segures, shal not
be violabed, and no warrants shal ssue, bat upon probable cause. supported by cath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place
1o b searched, and the persons or ings to be seized

o «

Amendment 5: Rights for Accused
o person shal be held to answer for a capiial, or otherwise infamous crime, unlss on a presentment of indicment of a grand jey eacepl
in cases arsing in the kand or naval foroes, or in Bhe milia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger: nar shall @y person be
subject for the same offense 1o be twice pat in jeopardy of e o imb; nor shall be compelied in any oiminal case to be a witress agans!
himsell, nor be deprived of Rle. Sberty or property withoul due process of Ess nor shall privabe property be taken for publc use,

wilhout Lat compersation

Amendment 6: "Right to a Speedy "Trial
In ol criminal progecutions, the adcmed shall sryoy the fght 1o o speedy and publc 1ial, by an impactial jury of the stase and
drstrict wheren $he crme shall havee been commied, sheach disirict shall have been previoushy e
asceriained by law, and io be inlormed of the nature and cause of the accusation; o be ey
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compubsory process for obfaining wiinesses in his
fawor, and to have the assistance of counssl Tor his defense.

Amendment 7: "Trial by Fury
In ity ol comman ke, whene the value in controversy shall exceed byventy dollirs, the right al 1l by jury

shtall be preserved, and ro lad tried by a jury, shal be othenaiie resamined in army oot of the United Stales,
fhan arrqr:l-mj 8 the rules of e common law

Amendment 8: No Cruel amd "Unuswal Prnishment

Encesslyve bl shall red be required, ror encesalve fines imposed. nor erusl and weusisl posishments fliced

wAmendment 9: ﬂi_gﬁts "Reserved to the Tmp{:

The enumerabon in the Constiution, of certain rights, shall not be construsd 1o deny o dsparage others
retained by the people.

Amendment 10: fﬂ.@rlﬁ "Reserved to the States

The powes nol deiegabed o (he Unibed Stales by (be Constftution, nor pratebited b:.-:l o the slales, e reserved
1o the stabes respecinely, or 1o the people .

For more fres prntabley, vist wwes Rondenfomiby indo
Let’s

consider this: what would taking away the right to bear arms solve?

By taking away the citizens’ guns, the only thing achieved would be taking away

their liberty and leaving them defenseless. The only reason you would take their



guns away is if you equate them to unstable lunatics who’re just looking for the

right time to act.

The number of uncontrolled weapons on the streets would remain the same, and
the same people who have had access to them thus far would continue to have

access to them.

I’m not saying that the United States doesn’t have an illegal gun problem. The
likelihood of an average citizen being shot is 30 times higher than of a European

one in their home country.

Yet, we can’t claim that this number won’t grow when you take away the law-

abiding citizens’ guns. In fact, crime is more likely to rise.

I believe in the US as a country and I believe that the freedoms and rights it allows

its citizens are a great part of what makes it great. The liberty and ability to kill

those critters, who are aiming to take your life is put in jeopardy if we’re talking

about altering the right to bear arms.

I believe that citizens need to have a right to protect what they hold dear, and there
is no better way to grant them that right than to keep the second Amendment as

originally written and intended.
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